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more especially as there was no lack of men of
Ommeyad descent, since most of the previous Khalifs
had large families who had lived together in all peace
and amity. The appointment, though made in the
secrecy of the harem, was whispered abroad, and
Mahommed-a-ben-Abel-al-Djahar, a grandson of Abd-
el-Rhaman III., hastened to Cordova to assert his
rights. He obtained possession of the person of the
unfortunate Haschem, forced him to abdicate, and put
to death by the cross the unfortunate and foolish Abd-
el-Rhaman, after a ministry of only five months.

Poor weak Haschem was spared at the entreaty
of his servant Wadha, but he was kept in a secret
dungeon, while obsequies were celebrated for a
man who much resembled him, and who had been
strangled on that account The new Khalif still
mistrusted the Zenetes, or guard of honour, instituted
by the first Abd-el-Rhaman, recruited from Barbary,
and always on guard at the palace, and he tried to
break them up. They fought hard ; the citizens of
Cordova took part against them, and there was a
terrible street fight, ending with their being expelled,
and the head of their leader thrown to them over
the walls. They elected his cousin, Suleiman-ben-
al-Hakem, the ferocious Berber we saw at Tormes,
and marched off to Toledo, where they allied them-
selves with Sancho, Count of Castille, and with his aid
and support fought a tremendous battle at Quintos.
Mahommed gained the victory, and pushed on to
Cordova. Once more, though only as allies, did the
Spanish nobles behold the towers of Cordova. They
were only admitted as far as the suburbs, and thence
returned home with their mules loaded with plunder,